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A = Practice exceeds Best Management Practices, providing society with additional ecosystem services.   
B = Practice meets agreed industry and community Best Management Practices.  
C = Practice meets minimum industry and community standard and regulatory obligations.  
D = Practice unacceptable by industry and community standards.  
 
Asset Category Rating Verification Requirements 
1. Water Asset 1.1 Drain Profile 
and Vegetation  
 
� A. All drains wide, shallow and grassed. 
� B. At least 70% of drains wide, shallow and grassed.  
� C. Between 30% and 70% of drains wide, shallow and grassed.  
� D. Less than 30% of drains wide, shallow and grassed.  
A map showing: drain length and profile 
(available from Mossman Agricultural 
Services (MAS)).   
 
 1.2 Deep Drain 
Profile and 
Vegetation for deep 
drains 
 
� A. All drains stable (sides battered, stable and vegetated).  
� B. At least 70% of drains stable. 
� C. Between 30% and 70% of deep drains stable. 
� D. Greater than 70% of deep drains unstable (drains steep sided, 
bare of vegetation and slumping or base eroding).  
No specific documents are required 
however relevant documentation, if 
available, will assist to keep your audit 
costs to a minimum. 
 
 1.3 Cane Block 
Drainage:  
� A. All cane blocks well drained (e.g., no erosion, provision for 
suitable sub-surface and surface drainage, row mounding, lowered 
headlands).  
A map showing contour information 
(available from MAS).   
4 
 � B. Less than half of the cane blocks have sections where water 
ponds.  
� C. More than half of the cane blocks have sections where water 
ponds. 
� D. All cane blocks have sections where water ponds.  
Records of laser levelling. 
 
 1.4 Permits for new 
and current 
drainage works 
(includes silt traps 
and works in 
watercourses and 
new drains in a 
tidal area). Only 
answer if relevant. 
� C. Prior to undertaking drainage work (in the last 12 months), I 
received approval from the Department of Primary Industries and 
Fisheries to undertake new drainage works in a tidal area and 
undertook the activity in accordance with the approval and I have 
permits for new and current drainage works in tidal and freshwater 
watercourses under the Fisheries Act or the Water Act.  
Copy of permit or other appropriate 
documentation 
 
 1.5 Weed 
Management 
(drains) 
 
� B. Use best management practices to control weeds, such as a 
weed bucket to remove weeds and place removed weeds and spoil as 
far away from drains as possible, and spot spray small areas of weeds 
in drains in dry conditions. 
� C. Spray drains and batters using chemicals registered for use in 
waterways.  
� D. Blanket spray whole drains and batters.  
No specific documents are required 
however relevant documentation, if 
available, will assist to keep your audit 
costs to a minimum. 
 
 1.6 Diuron and 
Atrazine Usage  
 
� A. Alternative weed control measures employed.  
� B. Only use diuron and atrazine at recommended rates in plant 
crops only.  
Chemical records 
Listing of weed control measures. 
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� C. Diuron and atrazine used at recommended rates.  
 1.7 Hazard Mapping 
and Management 
(actual or potential 
acid sulfate soils, 
sodic soils, and 
salinity hazards) 
(Only answer if 
present on your 
farm) 
� B. I am implementing my action plan for areas of actual or 
potential acid sulfate soils, sodic soils, and salinity  hazards.  
� C. I have developed an action plan to manage identified areas of 
actual or potential acid sulfate soils, sodic soils, and salinity hazards 
on my farm and is complaint with SPP 2/02.  
� D. I have identified areas of actual or potential acid su lfate soils, 
sodic soils, and salinity hazards on my farm  
A farm map showing areas of actual or 
potential acid sulfate soils, sodic soils, 
and salinity hazards 
A copy of the Action Plan for the 
management of the hazard (compliant 
with SPP 2/02) 
 
 1.8 Water 
Management 
(includes runoff 
management) 
 
� A. I am implementing my water management action plan.   
� B. I have sought professional advice and have a water 
management action plan in place. 
� C. I do not have a water management action plan 
A copy of the water management action 
plan 
 
 1.9 Soil loss 
mapping (Local 
practice) 
 
�  C. Property assessed and areas of soil loss (if any) in productive 
and non-productive parts of farm classified and mapped.  
�  D. Property not assessed and areas of soil loss (if any) in 
productive and non-productive parts of farm classified and mapped.  
A farm map showing areas of soil loss 
 
 1.10 Headland and 
Waterway 
Management  
� B. Vegetation slashed on headlands and headlands, drains and 
waterways managed as filter strips. 
� D. Vegetation sprayed out on headlands or headlands cultivated. 
No specific documents are required 
however relevant documentation, if 
available, will assist to keep your audit 
costs to a minimum. 
2. Soil 2.1 Soil Nutrient 
Management  
� A.  Application rates based on specialist interpretation of latest Results of soil samples 
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Resources Asset  industry recommendations.  
� B. Application based on latest industry recommendations.  
� C. Application based on old industry recommendations and one or 
two rates for the whole farm.   
� D. Application rates based on historic rates or rule of thumb.  
A copy of MAS recommendations (N, P, K 
in kg/ha / and product rates e.g 
bag/ha). 
 
 2.2 Nutrient 
Management Plan 
 
� A. I am using a GPS based nutrient management plan using yield, 
soil mapping and specialist interpretation of latest industry 
recommendations 
� B.  I have a nutrient management plan based on soil mapping  
� C. I have a basic nutrient management plan 
� D. I do not have a nutrient management plan 
A copy of the nutrient management plan 
(e.g., 6 Easy Steps) or MAS 
Recommendations based on yield 
potential (crop class), N mineralisation 
index (% organic carbon) and fallow 
management practice. 
 
 2.3 Application 
Across Blocks  
 
� B. Use 160 kg N/ha or less and adjust to account for other inputs 
eg. legumes, mineralisation, and/or mill mud.  
� C. Do not exceed 160 kg N/ha on any blocks.  
� D. Apply more than 160 kg N/ha on some blocks.  
� D. Always exceed 160 kg N/ha.  
Fertiliser records. 
Other records.   
 
 2.4 Urea 
Application on 
Ratoons (Local 
Practice) 
� C. Urea surface applied close to row when cane at least 500mm 
high.  
� B. All urea applied split stool or under ground beside stool.  
Urea application Records (including 
application times). 
Harvest records on the block. 
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 � D. Urea surface applied close to row on some blocks when cane 
less than 500mm high.  
Flood records (if available). 
 2.5 Minimum Tillage  
 
� A. Plant cane directly without any cultivation.  
� B. Only cultivate zone where cane is to be planted.  
� C. Cultivation prior to planting consists of less than 5 operations 
with no more than one rotary hoeing.  
� D. Cultivate entire block to fine tilth prior to planting.  
Tillage records. 
 
 2.6 Use of fallow 
(local practice) 
 
� A. All cane planted into fallow. 
� B. Fallow plant area greater than plough out/replant.  
� C. Plough out/Replant area greater than fallow plant.  
� D. All plough out/replant and no fallow.  
Block records. 
Fallow/replant Records. 
 
 2.7 Fallow Practice 
(Local Practice – 
Soil Management) 
 
� B. Managed legume fallow planted zero till.  
� C. Managed legume fallow.  
� D. Spray out fallow.  
� D. Weed fallow.  
Fallow Records. 
 
 2.8 Green Cane 
Trash Blanket 
(Local Pracice – Soil 
Management) 
� B. Never burn trash. 
� C. Only burn blocks to be fallowed or replanted except areas that 
are unsuitable for trash blanketing.  
No specific documents are required 
however relevant documentation, if 
available, will assist to keep your audit 
costs to a minimum. 
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� D. Burn more than once per crop cycle on some blocks.  
� D. Always burn trash. 
 
3. Biodiversity 
Asset 
 
3.1 On-farm 
vegetation 
(including wetland, 
riparian vegetation 
and native 
vegetation and 
corridors) 
� A. I am implementing my action plan for the management 
(retention, enhancement and reinstatement) of on-farm vegetation. 
� B. I have developed an action plan for the management (retention, 
enhancement and reinstatement) of on-farm vegetation (including 
wetland, riparian vegetation and native vegetation and corridors).  
� C. I have undertaken an assessment of on-farm vegetation on farm 
including wetland, riparian and native). 
A copy of the action plan for managing 
the health of on-farm vegetation 
 
 3.2 Remnant 
Vegetation (only 
answer if you have 
cleared vegetation) 
� C. One month prior to vegetation clearing and/or undertaking 
works affecting downstream water flows, I obtained a Regional 
Ecosystem Map and identified whether there is remnant vegetation 
(on farm and downstream) and whether I need approval from the 
Department of Natural Resources and Water before undertaking 
clearing or works on my property.  
A copy of the Regional Ecosystem Map  
 
 3.3 Vegetation 
Clearing/recent 
activity (only 
answer if you have 
cleared vegetation) 
� C. I have assessed my activity (within the last 12 months) or 
proposed activity (vegetation clearing and/or works affecting water 
flows) and have received approval to undertake my activity 
(vegetation clearing and/or works affecting water flows) from the 
Department of Natural Resources and Water.  
A copy of the permit or approval.  
 
 3.4 On-farm drain 
maintenance works 
involving the 
removal, 
destruction or 
� B. I am implementing my action strategy and comply with my 
requirements under the Code for self-assessable development: “On-
farm drain maintenance works involving the removal, destruction or 
damage of marine plants”.  
A copy of the Action Strategy for 
Maintaining Marine Plants 
Drain maintenance records. 
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damage of marine 
plants (Only answer 
if you have tidal 
drains). 
 
� C. I have an action strategy in place for maintaining marine plants 
in accordance with the Code for self-assessable development: “On-
farm drain maintenance works involving the removal, destruction or 
damage of marine plants” 
� C. I am aware of my requirements under the Code for self -
assessable development: “On-farm drain maintenance works involving 
the removal, destruction or damage of marine plants”  
� D. I am not aware of my requirements under the Code for self -
assessable development: “On-farm drain maintenance works involving 
the removal, destruction or damage of marine plants”  
 
 3.5 Weed 
Identification and 
Action Planning 
� A. Weed management plan implemented.  
� B. Weed management plan in place. 
� C. Property assessed for weed pest incidence.  
� D. Property not assessed for weed pest incidence.  
A property map showing locations of 
pest incidence. 
A copy of the Weed Management Action 
Plan. 
 
 3.6 Weed 
Management Action 
Plan (Stream banks 
and waterways) 
 
� B. I am implementing my weed management action plan that 
incorporates reduced chemical usage. 
� C. I have defined a weed management action plan for my farm that 
incorporates reduced chemical usage. 
� D. I do not manage weeds on my farm according to an action plan 
that incorporates reduced chemical usage. 
A copy of the Weed Management Action 
Plan and/or other relevant records. 
 
 3.7 Rat � A. Adopted an IPM plan for rodent control.  IPM or other pest management records 
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Management  
 
� B. Baiting is only part of my management strategy.  
� C. Rely solely on rat baiting for control.  
� D. No rat management measures used.  
 
 3.8 Cane Grub 
Management (Only 
answer this 
question if cane 
grubs are a 
problem on your 
farm)  
� A. Adopted an IPM plan for grub control.  
� B. Chemical control is only used on all cane blocks considered to 
be at risk. 
� C. Chemical control used on all plant cane.  
� D. No cane grub control measures used. 
IPM or other pest management records 
 
 3.9 Fish Passage  
 
� A. No structures impacting adversely on fish passage.  
� B. Any structure impacting adversely on fish passage appropriately 
designed. 
� C. Limited structures impacting on fish passage (2-3 structures, 
relatively minor in nature e.g., bund).  
� D. Several large structures impacting on fish passage (e.g. 
floodgates). 
A farm map showing point identification 
of structures affecting fish passage 
 
 3.10 Endangered 
Species 
� C. I have not undertaken activities that have had the effect of 
culling or endangering the species listed in Appendix 3 of the EPBC 
Act.  
No specific documents are required 
however relevant documentation, if 
available, will assist to keep your audit 
costs to a minimum. 
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4. Climate and 
Atmosphere 
Asset 
4.1 Fuel efficiency � B. I have assessed my field efficiency as being ______L/ha/year  Total L/ha assessment of fuel used/year 
5. Human and 
Community 
Assets 
 
5.1 Risk 
Assessment and 
Management  
 
� C. I am implementing my workplace health and safety management 
plan.  
� C. I have assessed my workplace healthy and safety risks and have 
developed a workplace health and safety management plan  
� C. I am aware of my workplace health and safety requirements 
� D. I am not aware of my workplace health and safety requirements  
A copy of the Workplace health and 
safety management plan or other 
relevant documentation. 
 
 5.2 Chemical 
Accreditation 
 
� C. I have current chemical accreditation and my handling, storage, 
mixing, and waste disposal facilities complies with industry standards. 
I have taken steps to choose the most appropriate chemical and 
implemented measures to minimise offsite movement (e.g., 
safegauge)  
� D. I have current chemical accreditation training program but have 
yet to bring all my handling, storage, mixing, and waste disposal 
facilities up to standard. 
� D. I do not have current accreditation. 
� D. I do not have chemical accreditation and have not attended an 
accreditation course. 
Append accreditation records and/or 
course attendance records. 
 
 5.3 Storage of 
fuels, oils and 
solvents 
� C. Bulk fuel is stored in well maintained tanks, fuel tanks oils and 
solvents are bunded to contain 100% of any spil ls, oils and solvents 
are stored in a lockable area, and fire-fighting equipment suitable for 
fuel, oil or solvent fires is available and emergency procedures are in 
No specific documents are required 
however relevant documentation, if 
available, will assist to keep your audit 
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 place and have been practiced, and the area is kept free of weeds 
and flammable materials (at least 10 metres away).  
� C. Bulk fuel is stored in well maintained tanks, oils and solvents 
are stored in a lockable area, and fire-fighting equipment suitable for 
fuel, oil or solvent fires is available.  
� D. I do not have safety precautions in place for bulk fuel storage 
or for storage of oils and solvents.  
costs to a minimum. 
 
 5.4 Chemical Waste 
Management 
� C. I recycle chemical drums and bags and dispose of chemical 
waste, oil, oil filters, batteries and tyres through a registered 
recycling facility.  
Recycling records (if available) 
6. People and 
Country Asset 
6.1 Cultural 
Heritage  
 
� C. Farm assessed by local Traditional Owners for cultural 
significance and culturally significant places and managed to the 
satisfaction of each Traditional Owner Group.  
� D. Farm not assessed for cultural significance.  
No specific documents are required 
however relevant documentation, if 
available, will assist to keep your audit 
costs to a minimum. 
 
